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:ome, and Pleti being a corruption of Plesti or Philistine. These performed in relation to David the same duties which the Swiss Guards performed in relation to the kings of France. Altogether the Philistines had a very remarkable influence upon Israel; they taught their predatory mountain neighbours the art of war, and what is more remarkable, they even left a good many words in the Hebrew language derived from their own, which was of Pelasgic origin, something between Greek and Latin. Most of these words are connected with military affairs, such as Mekera, a sword, close to the Greek ^a^atpa; Mekona, an engine, close to Machina; and Pellex, a concubine, which is perfectly good Latin. In his wars with the Philistines David always treated them as his equals. In his wars with people of Semitic race he was to the last degree ferocious. Probably his ferocity was one of the elements of his success, and very successful he was, extending his power more or less over the whole of Palestine, at least as far north as Hasbeiya and even Damascus. Beyond the region inhabited by the Israelites, however, he had probably little power save for the exaction of tribute, and, even in Israel, his power, though great for certain purposes, was limited in all directions by the